TOP OF THE NEWS, March, 1945 


From the A. L. A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
VOLUME I—NUMBER 11 


Division News Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, President 


Five years ago in 1940, during the A. L. A. conference held in Cin- 
tinnati, the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People was con- 
ceived. That was a time of much discussion and the following year was one 
of much planning leading to the momentous meeting in Boston, June, 1941, 
when the Division became an actuality following the vote of children’s li- 
brarians, young people’s librarians, and school librarians in the joint meet- 
ing so ably planned by Althea Currin. Before the Division held its first 
planned conference, war had come. That one meeting in Milwaukee in 
1942 with Julia Carter as president is the only annual meeting which the 
Division has ever had. 

That one fact might well have been reason enough for a backward, 
slow-growing organization had not all those concerned been so vitally de- 
termined that this cooperative organization should prove a success. There 
have of course been difficulties, some of which are not yet surmounted, 
but there has been consistently an open-minded attitude which has made 
adjustments possible. Now is a good time to take stock of what has occurred, 
to see that we as a group are contributing to the development of library 
service to boys and girls. 

The most outstanding factor of the organization to me is the loyalty 
which has been given to it by the membership at large and by the mem- 
bers of committees and boards. This is particularly exemplified by the 
marked increase in membership. When the Division was organized, the 
combined membership of the three groups was approximately 1,500 and 
the Division elected six A. L. A. Councilors on the basis of its membership. 
The membership of the Division today, at a time when A. L. A. member- 
ship has decreased, is nearly 2,500; and we are entitled to ten A. L. A. 
Councilors. With an interim of three years without conferences this in- 
trease in membership is almost phenomenal and speaks well of the activi- 
ties of membership committees. There appear to be, however, about 1,000 
members of A. L. A. who should be interested in joining our Division who 
have not designated membership. And there is a loss of fully 200 individ- 
uals a year from our membership. Can we interest these people in taking 
and continuing membership with us? 

Top of the News has been a continuing means of keeping the members 
informed and has probably been the most tangible factor in membership 
hiding power. It is planned as a house organ and news bulletin and is 
dependent for its contents on material which it receives from sections, 
committees, and individuals. Will you help us improve Top of the News? 
The editors welcome suggestions. 

Each president has initiated some specific project which has come to 
fruition after her term of office has expired. The continuing interest and 
activity are illustrative of the vision which has gone into the projects of 
the Division. The first major project undertaken was the preparation of 
adirectory of members. While the work began in 1941, the bulletin with 
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names and addresses of the members, a geographic index, and the constitv. 
tion came from the printer in 1943. The second large project was the de 
velopment of a bulletin on school library standards, which is now at the 
printer’s and is soon to be published by A. L. A. The third significant 
project was the preparation of story-telling recordings by Mrs. Thorne. 
Thomsen. This activity has faced difficulties due to war conditions that 
have at times appeared almost insurmountable, but with characteristic 
fortitude the committee explored various avenues of production until i 
appears certain that the recordings will be released in 1945, although the 
cost will be higher than prewar estimates indicated. Full details will be 
released as soon as complete information is available. The proposed project 
er this year discussed in an earlier issue of Top of the News hangs in the 
alance. 

Other committees have been active too. Chief among them is the Edi. 
torial Committee whose members have read and commented upon many 
publishing proposals and manuscripts in cooperation with A. L. A. The 
International Relations Committee has cooperated with other organiza. 
tions building toward a unified world. The Magazine Publicity Committe 
has arranged for the publication of many articles on library service to boys 
and girls. These examples constitute only a limited number of our efforts 
which tend toward cohesive relationships on our library problems. 

Until the time comes that we can share the inspiration of a conference, 
we must continue toward our goals in those ways which are open to us, 
recognizing that we are making accomplishments and that we are serving 


professionally. 


International Committee Muriel Gilbert, Chairmas 


The International Committee has endorsed Mary Gould Davis’ report 
of the C. L. A. International Relations Committee to the A. L. A. Executive 
Board, which included a recommendation to send Mrs. Blanche Weber 
Shaffer as a representative of public library work with children to Europ 
as soon as possible. Mrs. Shaffer is a scholar and a specialist in children’s 
literature. She speaks most of the European languages and, as a Quaker, 
she would have the Quaker entré into the devastated regions. For twelve 
years she was in charge of the international collection of children’s books 
now housed safely in the Palais Wilson in Geneva. Further action waits 
for the cessation of hostilities and financial aid. 

In the meantime the Division Committee, in reply to a special reques 
is working on short annotated lists of recent books to be translated into 
Norwegian after the war and on a longer special list. Later these will 
available from A. L. A. headquarters. 

The committee is keeping in close touch with the Junior Red Cross 
as the U. S. Office of Education and the Junior Red Cross have agreed an 
publicly announced that any participation of American school childre! 
in projects for rehabilitation in Europe should be through the Junior Re 


Cross. 


Treasure Chest of Books 

The Book Committee of the Women’s Council for Post-War Europe i 
planning a World’s Treasure Chest of Books for children of every natio 
race, and creed. It will include the best children’s books of all nations 
well as new books especially written to help children understand the neces 











ties of the post-war world. For complete information about this Treasure 
Chest of Books, write to Madame Ninon Tallon, Women’s Council for Post- 
War Europe, 366 Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York. 

Gladys English, a member of the International Committee, writes from 
Los Angeles that California has taken up the Treasure Chest campaign with 
great enthusiasm. She is state chairman. In California money is being 
collected instead of books because of the difficulty of getting the right books 
and the cost of transportation. To date, more than a thousand dollars, 
mostly in pennies, has been collected. 


American Association of School Librarians 
Julia M. de Young, Reporter 


Irene Hayner, chairman of the American Association of School Libra- 
rians, has just announced several changes in her roster of committee chair- 
men, as announced in the January issue of Top of the News. Marjorie 
Van Deusen of Los Angeles will head the Booklist Committee instead of 
Margaret Girdner of San Francisco. Margaret Ross has resigned as chair- 
man of the Audio-Visual Aids Committee. Newly appointed Chairmen are: 
Statistics, Edna Gillogly of South Bend, Indiana, and Adult Education, 
Alice Horsfall of Omaha. The full committees are listed in the February 
issue of the News Letter of the American Association of School Librarians. 


News From Alabama 

Boyce Broadus, Jefferson County High School, Birmingham, Alabama, 
reports that Fannie Schmitt, School Libraries Consultant, Alabama State 
Department of Education, conducted a workshop for librarians at the Ala- 
bama State Teachers College at Florence last summer. The Alabama 
Library Association sponsored a workshop for librarians with little or 
no library training at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


Louisiana School Libraries 
Nine committees advisory to the Office of the Supervisor of School 
Libraries in Louisiana have been organized to consider and help formu- 
late library policies in the state. Superintendents, supervisors, principals, 
teachers, and school librarians are represented in committee membership. 
Sue Hefley, Supervisor, has announced the following committee consid- 
perations : Library service in elementary schools and in combination ele- 
® mentary and high schools; Library materials and trade schools; Library 
: service in Negro schools; Library materials; Materials bureaus; Co- 
i operation with public libraries, both city and parish; Planning school library 
"quarters ; Centralization of processing ; Education for school librarianship. 
The publication, Louisiana in Wartime, includes the page, SCHOOL 
_ LIBRARIES—COMMENDABLE PRACTICES DEPARTMENT. Here Louisiana libra- 
; rians find ideas that have proven workable for others in the field. 


| California Recruitment Program 

; The Joint Recruitment Committee of the Alumni Association of the 
School of Librarianship, University of California, and the School of Library 

i Science, University of Southern California, is giving special emphasis to a 


| program designed to provide vocational counselors in the junior and senior 
| high schools throughout the state with a clearer idea of what librarian- 
‘ship is and the requirements and preparation necessary for it. 
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During January counselors received a letter from the Committee 
urging that they introduce librarianship in its various aspects, along with 
other professions, at their vocational counseling programs and meetings. 
Soon the Committee plans to send to each counselor a poster for bulletin 
board use together with the catalogs of courses offered in the two library 
schools. Members of the Joint Committee are urging every school librarian 
to assist the counselor in her school to become better acquainted with 
present requirements and demands for librarians. It is suggested that 
counselors may find the Mademoiselle reprint, PASSING THE Book, or the 
a, Library Association of California reprint, ARE YoU INTERESTED? 

elpful. ; 

With more functional committees of this type at work over the United 
States, more school librarians should soon be “in the making.” 


Chicago Radio Program 


The Battle of Books Radio Program, sponsored and produced co- 
operatively by the Board of Education Library and the Radio Council of 
the Chicago Public Schools, is now in its sixth year, according to a report 
from Dilla MacBean, Library Adviser to the Superintendent of Schools. 
This is a quiz program broadcast every Friday afternoon at 2:15 during 
the school year over stations WJJD and WBEZ. The latter is the Frequency 
Modulation Station owned by the Chicago Board of Education. 

Teams of three pupils each represent two elementary schools and 
sit across a table from one another, with the microphones intervening. 
Mrs. Ruth Harshaw, master of ceremonies, sitting at the head of the table, 
asks the questions alternately of each team. Each program is diversified 
by a question from each of the captains directed to the opposite team and 
two short skits produced from different juvenile books for each team to 
determine the title. 

The questions used on each program are selected and edited from the 
hundred or more sent in by upper grade pupils to the Board of Education 
librarian. Twelve to fourteen schools are represented weekly through the 
questions. 

A group of thirty pupils from a third school are in the studio represent- 
ing the audience, and a team of three youngsters from the audience school 
challenges the winner on the following program. The score is carefully 
kept, as the interest runs high both in the studio and in the many schools 
“listening in.” 

This program has done much to stimulate interest in reading and to 
develop memory in regard to titles, authors, characters, plots, incidents, 
and background of the many juvenile books. It has done much in enlarg- 
ing the scope of reading by the pupils and their knowledge of children’s 
literature. It has proved to be one of the most popular programs produced 
by the Chicago Radio Council. 


School Library Standards 

Highlights from School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow, a three- 
page accordion-folded leaflet, is now available from A. L. A. headquarters 
at the following prices: 100 copies, $1.00; 500 copies, $4.00; 1,000 copies, 
$7.00. The leaflet, ready slightly in advance of the complete publication, 
was prepared for wide distribution to educational leaders throughout the 


country. 
4 











Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 
Evelyn Ray Sickels, Reporter 
Film Committee—Margaret M. Clark, Chairman 


Last year the film committee compiled a list of forty films suitable for 
use with children. Mildred Batchelder showed this list to Keith Tyler of 
the Ohio State University, who was giving a course in Audio-Visual Aids 
at the University of Chicago. He asked permission to duplicate the list for 
use with his classes; and at Miss Batchelder’s suggestion, he made one 
hundred extra copies for the use of the film committee. About forty of these 
lists are still available from Margaret Clark, Cleveland Public Library, 


Cleveland 14, Ohio. 
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Out-of-Print Children’s Books: Report on An Experiment 
Helen Dean Fish, Chairman, Book Evaluation Committee 


In October, 1944, issues of Publishers’ Weekly, Wilson’s Bulletin, and 
A. L. A. Bulletin a list of 100 out-of-print children’s books, prepared by 
the Book Evaluation Committee of the Children’s Library Association of 
the American Library Association was printed, with the purpose of rallying 
children’s librarians to save the lives, if possible, of some valuable older 
titles. It was a noble experiment projected with good heart, albeit a touch 
of skepticism, by the Book Production Committee of the Children’s Library 
Association, two of the members of which are children’s book editors. (It 
is only fair to remark here that no children’s editor likes her valuable older 
titles to go O. P. and never allows them to do so while library support re- 
mains strong enough.) 

The children’s editors have now reported on orders received for the 
out-of-print books as a result of printing the list. The experiment was 
not entirely a failure, as a few books not long out of print, whose plates had 
not been forced into the 1942 melting pot, and which did not cost too much 
to manufacture or require too large a printing will because of library 
orders received be allocated paper and reprinted in 1945. Individual pub- 
lishers will notify the librarians who have ordered such fortunate books 
when the new printings are ready. But alas, these books are comparatively 
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The publisher who had the largest number of books on the list—12— 
reported orders received from only 98 libraries, and the copies ordered of 
individual books from all the libraries placing orders ranged from 20 copies 
to 516; 409 was the next top figure for a single title. 

Since printings of 500 copies are in present manufacturing conditions 
usually prohibitive without raising the retail price, this response means 
c that very few of the wanted books were wanted effectively. In the case of 
a books reproduced by offset, where only printings of 5,000 copies or more 
a are possible, there is simply no hope until after the war—and not then un- 
Tless libraries generally all over the country really want the books as much 

as their committee thinks they do. 

Still it was an experiment worth trying, and the children’s editors are 
very grateful to those librarians who responded. ‘They promise again their 
fullest cooperation in the difficult problem of keeping standard library titles 

fin print during the time of paper rationing, and of bringing back, after the 
War, as many as possible of the titles valued and actively supported by the 


$9 libraries. 
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Mary Gould Davis Retires 


Mary Gould Davis, Supervisor of Storytelling at the New York Public 
Library, retired on December 31. Miss Davis had been with the library 
for 34 years. Her successor is Lee Steinmetz, formerly of the Cincinnati 
Public Library. Miss Davis will continue to teach her course in Storytell- 
ing at Columbia University School of Library Science. Ruth Giles of the 
New York Public Library has just been appointed to succeed Miss Davis 
as chairman of the International Committee of the Children’s Library 
Association. 


New York Herald Tribune Spring Book Festival 

For the past eight years the New York Herald Tribune has celebrated 
a Children’s Spring Book Festival. This year it will be held the week of 
May 19-May 26. Three prizes of $200 each will be awarded for books judged 
to be the best published during the Spring in three classifications; books 
for older children, middle-age children, and younger children. Winning 
books will be announced in the Herald Tribune for May 18 and 20. 


Juvenile Book Awards—1944 

Caldecott Medal—Louis Slobodkin—Illustrations for “Many Moons,” by James Thurber 
(Harcourt, Brace) 

CMe mies Association, Honorary Award—Marjorie Hill Allee—The House (Houghton- 


Commonwealth Club of California, Gold Medal—Katherine Wigmore Eyre—Spurs for 
Antonia (Oxford) 

Downey Award (Pro Parvulis Book Club)—Alfred Noyes—Secret of Pooduck Island 
(Lippincott-Stokes) 

Julia Ellsworth Ford, Foundation Award—Laura Newbold Wood—Raymond L. Ditmars 
(Julian Messner) 


N. Y. Herald Tribune. Spring Festival, Prizes: 
Younger Children—Vera Bock—A Ring and a Riddle (Lippincott) 
Middle-age group—Roger Duvoisin—They Put Out to Sea (Knopf) 
Older Children—Armstrong Sperry—Storm Canvas (Winston) 


Junior Scholastic Gold Medal Seal Awards: 
Constance Savery—The Good Ship Red Lily (Longmans-Green) 
Helena Kuo—Giants of China (Dutton) 
Irwin Shapiro—Yankee Thunder (Julian Messner) 
Martha Mann—Nathan Hale, Patriot (Dodd, Mead) 


John Newberry Medal—Esther Forbes—Johnny Tremain (Houghton-Mifflin) 


Ohioana Medal—Lois Lenski—Bayou Suzette (Lippincott) 
Pacific Northwest Library Association. Young Reader’s Choice Award—Walter Farley— 
Black’ Stallion (Random House) 


Association of Children’s Book Editors 

Officers for 1945 are: Margaret Lesser, head of Doubleday, Doran 
juvenile department, President; Dorothy Bryan of Dodd, Mead, Chairman 
of the Book Week Committee; Gertrude Blumenthal, of Julian Messner, 
Corresponding Secretary ; Muriel Fuller, of Thomas Nelson & Sons, Record- 
ing Secretary; Louise Raymond, of Appleton-Century, Treasurer. The 
purpose of the Association is to promote a year-round interest in children’ $ 
books. 


Report of the International Committee Ruth Giles, Chairman 

In January, 1944, the special committee appointed in 1942 by Lillian 
Smith, then Chairman of the Children’s Library Association, became the 
International Committee of the Children’s Library Association, with Mary 


6 





Gould Davis as Chairman. It has been an active committee for two years, 
making contacts with the State Department, the OWI, UNRRA, and the 
Women’s Council on Post-War Europe. A great deal of preliminary work 
was done to fulfill the original plan of the Committee: to translate Ameri- 
can and English children’s books into many languages and send them as a 
gift from the children of Canada and America to the children of the deva- 
stated countries. A selective list of titles to be translated was compiled. 
However, after consulting with foreign publishers and representatives now 
in this country, it was deemed wise and necessary to postpone this plan, 
since efforts are being made by the foreign publishers themselves to restore 
books in their native languages to the war-devastated countries. 

The Committee now feels that the most effective action to be taken at 
the present time is to send a representative of public library work with 
children to Europe as soon as possible to study conditions existing in each 
country, not only the availability of children’s books, but also the physical 
facilities and personnel that could be drawn upon in each country. She 
would report directly back to the Children’s Library Association, and her 
suggestions could be acted upon quickly and effectively. Blanche Weber 
Schaffer, has been selected by the Committee as the person best qualified 
to undertake this piece of work. 

The immediate purpose of the Committee is therefore to obtain funds 
to send this representative to Europe. She will suggest ways and means of 
supplying books to the children of Europe in their own languages, based 
upon the American public library plan, having nothing whatsoever to do 
with the distribution of books to be used in a formal educational sense. It is 
hoped that we may alleviate some of the mental suffering and shock inflicted 
upon these children by giving to them again the opportunity and joy of 
reading good children’s books, which has been withheld from them for the 
past five years. 


Public Library Section: Young People Reading Round Table 
Gladys E. Burrows, Reporter 


Each year the work with young people in the public libraries forges 
steadily ahead. One of the latest of the large libraries to establish such a 
service is the Detroit Public Library. Elsie Gordon, Director of Youth 
Service, has sent an inspiring and comprehensive account of the library’s 
plan of organization. Here are some of the highlights: 

“Each department of the Main Library and each of the branch libraries 
has a Youth Service Librarian whose work is supervised by the Director of 
Youth Service. The age limits are not definitely fixed, but we are tentatively 
considering the 14-24 year age group as our special interest, although we find 
ourselves also giving service to the more mature 13 year olds as well as to 
those of 25 and 26 years. 

“In some branches, a special collection is maintained, under varied 
headings, such as Young Moderns, Teens and Twenties, Youth Service and 
Youth in Today’s World. In other branches, certain titles are designated 
as being especially interesting to young people, but these books are not 
segregated. 

“In the Main Library, the Circulation Department maintains a Youth 
Service desk, with a small collection of books at hand, which is continually 
replenished from the shelves and so is never the same. Four Youth Service 
Librarians work from this desk, using the whole department as their field 
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of operations. The special departments, likewise, are equipping themselves 
to give understanding help to youth. The Music and Drama Department, 
for instance, has surveyed its holdings and designated a number of titles 
as interesting to young people, and two members of the staff are ready to 
aid them. 

“Youth Service does not aim to be an adjunct to school work, nor to 
supply collateral reading or school assignments as such. However, since 
school occupies such a large and important place in the life of the young 
people, it is inevitable that such requests will come to Youth Service desks, 
and we recognize that answering them is not only a part of our job but an 
invaluable method of gaining the confidence of school youth. Consequently 
we are interested in keeping and extending our cordial relations with the 
schools and in supplementing their services, especially in the fields of inspira- 
tional and recreational reading. 

“Youth Service librarians are spending much time meeting and work- 
ing with community councils, youth groups, and youth-serving agencies in 
their neighborhoods and in learning the resources of their communities. 
They are sponsoring clubs and discussion groups for youth, giving reading 
guidance to both individuals and groups, giving book-talks and talks on 
using the library to youth organizations and those serving youth, taking 
part in meetings and institutes, as well as arranging and staffing exhibits 
for them, and making reading lists in response to many requests. 

“The Director of Youth Service not only meets with community groups 
on occasion, but is an active member of all youth-serving groups organized 
on a city-wide basis and of many county and state groups”. 

The Y. R. P. R. R. T. notes with sorrow the passing of Miss Emily Kemp 
on November 2, 1944. She served as Chairman of the Y. P. R. R. T. in 1938- 
1939. Miss Kemp had been associated with the Los Angeles Public Library 
since 1926 and had been in charge of the work with young people there since 
1933. On January 1, 1944, on leave of absence from the Angeles Public 
Library, she went as librarian to the U. S. Naval Convalescent Hospital 
at Yosemite National Park. 

“Whatever Emily did was really work with young people,” writes Miss 
Amelia Munson of the New York Public Library,” for she had the gift of 
making everyone with whom she came in contact feel young and genial and 
unafraid. She had also a gift for friendship, and no one who came under 
the influence of her vivid personality can fail to feel a little kinder toward 
the world in consequence.’ 


A Suggestion from the Editor 


After each mailing of Top of the News a number of copies are returned 
for lack of sufficient address or because the addressee has moved and left 
no forwarding address. 

In filling out your 1945 A. L. A. membership form (if you have not 
already done so), be sure to give your full mail address, including street 
and number, for our address file is based upon the data which you send 
A.L. A. If you move during the year, a post-card to the Editor giving your 
old and new addresses will insure your receiving Top of the News promptly. 


NANCY HOYLE, Editor 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
RICHMCND 16, VIRGINIA 
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